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unlike Prince Lvov, never tired of extolling the virtues of the "Russian soul/' The two messianic elements—personal and national— blended into a heartening, although somewhat shapeless, creed which was well within the grasp of the masses.3 Whatever the reason, within a few days—indeed, a few hours—after the outbreak of the revolution Kerensky rose from relative obscurity to a position of undisputed leadership, A government without him was unthinkable. Moreover, as vice chairman of the Soviet, Kerensky was the only link between what came to be known as "revolutionary democracy" (that is, the Soviets) and the "bourgeois" Provisional Government in which he was minister of justice. Chkheidze, chairman of the Soviet, was offered the ministry of labor but declined. Kerensky, in a phrase which he seemed to like, was thus "the hostage of democracy" in the camp of the bourgeoisie. His nationalistic and patriotic exaltation and his opposition to Bolshevism notwithstanding, Kerensky—emotionally and by training—belonged to the left, an attitude that had a bearing on the course of events.
The fact that the Provisional Government was formed by the Duma, consisted predominantly of well known public figures, and included but one socialist, gave the revolution an appearance of moderation and respectability. It became almost immediately clear, however, that real authority rested, not with the Provisional Government, but with the Soviet of Workers' and Soldiers' Deputies.
THE SOVIETS
If the Provisional Government had no basis in constitutional law and was unrepresentative of the true feelings of the country, the origins and complexion of its formidable opponent, the Petrograd Soviet of Workers' and Soldiers' Deputies, were even less impressive from the standpoint of both theory and practice of democratic government. The initiative in summoning the Petrograd Soviet cannot be traced to any individual or organized group, but the idea of reviving the 1905 revolutionary assembly would seem to have occurred more or less simultaneously to a number of radical intellectuals and labor leaders. In the afternoon of February 27, when the mutiny of the
2Rerenskyrs book The Catastrophe, published ten years after the fall of the Provisional Government (London, 1927), and his subsequent pronouncements and activities as an emigre in Europe and the United States indicate that he has lost none of his faith and illusions.

